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The military imperial examination was selected for the talents who had highly 
skilled in military. It was originated in Wu Zetian period in Tang dynasty, 
experienced one thousand and two hundred years development of Tang, Song, Ming 
and Qing dynasty, selected a lot of talents who could deal with the state affairs well 
and keep the national security. It promoted the development of Chinese feudal 
society. As the last imperial court in Chinese feudal society, Qing dynasty undertook 
the task of inheriting and developing the imperial examination. On one hand, the 
Qing dynasty imperial examination aggregates achievements of the successive 
dynasties. Both quantities and quality of the Qing imperial examination had got the 
summit of the history. On the other hand, for the special history background in the 
late of Qing dynasty, the military imperial examination was behind the demand of 
the times, so it was changing from flourish to decadence until to the dying off. Based 
on the previous researches by other scholars, this thesis selects military imperial 
examination in Qing dynasty as the object of study. This thesis explores and analyses 
the process of the military imperial examination from its rise to the development and 
its fall according to the chorography and historical materials that recorded licensing 
examination, provincial examination, metropolitan examination, palace examination. 
This study tries to understand the military imperial examination in Qing dynasty 
completely and particularly. 
This thesis includes five chapters besides introduction and conclusion parts. The 
introduction part explains the source, significance and the current situation of this 
study as well as the research ideas, the framework and the research methods. The 
first chapter explains the development history of selecting military personnel in 
ancient times. This chapter discusses the military talents selection methods before 
Tang dynasty when the military imperial examination had not been carried out. It 
studies the development evolution from Tang dynasty to Ming dynasty and wholly 
grasps the military imperial examination’s developing vein in ancient China, in order 
to provided ideas and reference to the study of military imperial examination in Qing 
dynasty. The second chapter introduces the military imperial examination in Qing 
dynasty. This part investigates the four grades exam system: licensing examination, 













shows the panorama of the military imperial examination in Qing dynasty from 
discussing the following points: the exam time and place, the qualification of each 
exam, the exam program, the exam content and methods, the selection standard, the 
examination process, the selection quota allocation, the management and treatment 
of the scholars who passed the exam. The third chapter is the examiner group study. 
This part researches the examiners in military imperial examination, investigates the 
setting of different examiners type, studies the duty of the examiners and the 
selecting methods, and researches how to prevent cheating. Moreover, this part use 
quantificational method to study the examiners group, and analyses the different 
traits of examiners in the four grade examination based on historical materials that 
recorded the licensing examination, provincial examination, metropolitan 
examination and palace examination. The forth chapter is the scholar group study. It 
mainly researches from three points of view: the scholars’ geographical distribution, 
the scholars’ age when they passed the examination, and the historic contributions 
that scholars had made. Firstly, this chapter researches the geographical distribution 
of the Chin-shih group, and explores the imperial examination families. Secondly, 
investigates the Chin-shih’s and Juren’s age when they passed the examination. At 
last, based on concrete cases, researches the scholars’ historic contributions on the 
political, military and social aspects. The fifth chapter studies the revolution of 
military imperial examination in Qing dynasty. This chapter based on the revolution, 
ups and downs of military imperial examination before Qing dynasty, analyses the 
military imperial examination’s development and revolution during the four periods: 
early and middle Qing dynasty, after the opium war and before Westernization 
Movement, Westernization Movement period and modernization movement. At last 
generalizes the historical reasons of revolution and abolishment of military imperial 
examination. 
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20 世纪 80 年代以来，大陆地区科举研究开始复兴，特别是以《科举学导
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定等内容。此后，专门针对武科举的研究论文和著作也开始逐渐出现。    
从总体上看，武科举研究至今仍相对薄弱。首先从研究成果的数量来看，
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